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PILSUDSKI WINS BATTLE OF WARSAW
Pilsudski arrived at Pulawy on August 12 to take command in
person of the great manoeuvre, the main instrument for it being
the 4th Polish Army, with a division of the Legions and some
cavalry, assembled in the region of the Wieprz in accordance with
his orders. The force was not well-equipped, many of the men
were barefoot, and parts of the army had had little rest, but on
the night of his arrival he issued a stirring order which concluded
by stating that the battle must be won "by the legs and bravery
of the Polish foot-soldier." And so it was! He found his troops in
better condition than he expected; to encourage them to the
greatest efforts he went up and down their ranks talking to officers
and men with quiet confidence, and enduing them with his own
indomitable spirit. "Dans cette masse," wrote Camon, "Pilsudski
avait fait passer de son lime." On August 14 came the telephone
message from Warsaw begging him to advance the day of attack; he
had planned to start it on August 17; he changed the date by a day.
On August 15, the f£te of the Virgin, the mass of manoeuvre in
a special service prayed for victory and fatherland. At four o'clock
next morning the manoeuvre was launched north-eastward in
three swift-marching columns under Skierski, and was successful
from the start. Two Bolshevik divisions were surprised, routed,
captured or put to flight before nightfall. The left flank of the
Bolshevik armies before Warsaw was completely uncovered. Next
day the Poles pushed on "like madmen," as Tukhachevsky re-
ported, and got well behind the Bolshevik left wing in front of
Warsaw, which immediately began to give way, its retreat being
hastened by attacks from the Polish trenches. On that day the
Poles reached Biala and Siedlce and were pressing on to Brest-
Litovsk; the Bolsheviks broke in hurried, disorderly flight to the
east; the 3rd Bolshevik Army abandoned the Narew, and the i6th
Army retreated in confusion, with heavy losses.
Warsaw was delivered. A miracle had been wrought! The
situation was entirely changed, though this was not clearly realized
in Warsaw, either by the General Staff or by its citizens; the over-
throw of the Bolsheviks, so sudden and sweeping, seemed too

